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1

AGMARK is a certification mark employed
on agricultural products in India, assuring
that they conform to a set of standards
approved by the Directorate of Marketing
and Inspection. Which of the following 3.
Ministry governs AGMARK?
a) Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer
Welfare
b) Ministry of Commerce and Industry
c) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
d) Ministry of Food Processing
The Government e-Marketplace (GeM) is
an end-to-end, one stop online
marketplace for the ‘state’, for
procurement of common use Goods &
Services. Consider the following
statements related to performance of
GeM.
1. Average prices on GeM are lower by
at least 15-20%, giving a saving of
approximately 25% if done through 4.
this platform.
2. More than 40% of transactions by
volume are done with MSMEs
registered on the (platform.
3. The Quality Council of India is
responsible for ensuring quality
compliance of goods and services
offered through GeM.

Which of the above statements are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3
d) 1, 2 and 3
Under which of the following
Compensatory Afforestation Fund has
been established?
1. Consolidated Fund of India
2. Public Account of India
3. Consolidated Fund of each state
4. Public Account of each state.
5. Public account of states with more
than 50% of state area covered by
forest.
6. Public account of states with less than
33% of forest cover.
Which of the above are correct?
a) 1 and 3
b) 2, 5 and 6
c) 1 and 4
d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6
Consider the following statements about
recently released Global Liveability Index.
1. The World Economic Forum releases
it in collaboration with UN Habitat.
2. None of the Indian cities were ranked
among 140 countries ranked in 2018
index.
Which of the above statement/s is/are
correct?
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a) 1 only
c) Both
5.

6.
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b) 2 only
d) None
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7.

Consider the following statements
related to STATE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
PREPAREDNESS INDEX’.
1. ‘State Energy Efficiency Preparedness
Index’ has been released by Bureau
of Energy Efficiency (BEE) and Alliance
for an Energy Efficient Economy
8.
(AEEE).
2. States are categorized based on their
efforts and achievements towards
energy efficiency implementation, as
‘Front
Runner’,
‘Achiever’,
‘Contender’ and ‘Aspirant’.
3. According to the index none of the
state could feature as Front Runner in
this year’s index.
Which of the above statement is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 only
d) 1 and 2 only
Consider the following statements
related to the India State-level Disease
Burden Initiative report.
1. The India State-level Disease Burden 9.
Initiative is a study of the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
alone.
2. Non Communicable Diseases have
been increasing in India with highest
rate of increase of NCDs in the less
developed States of India.
Which of the above statement is/are
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None

Which of the following is incorrectly
matched about declaration and formation
of organization due to declaration?
a) Rome Statute International Criminal
Court
b) Lisbon Treaty Missile Technology
Control Regime
c) Bangkok Declaration ASEAN
d) Istanbul Process Heart of Asia
Which of the following clearly explains
Capital Conservation Buffer (CCB) in India,
recently in news?
a) It is the mandatory capital that
financial institutions are required to
hold above minimum regulatory
requirement.
b) It is the mandatory capital that
Reserve Bank of India is required to
hold above it’s own mandatory
reserve.
c) It is the buffer amount of capital
allocated to central ministry in order
to meet unplanned circumstances.
d) It is the amount of capital allowed to
be imported in order to meet healthy
forex reserve.
India recently became the chairman of
The Kimberley Process. The Kimberley
Process relates to which of the following?
a) Helping in humanitarian crisis in war
affected areas.
b) Reducing the flow of conflict diamond
from entering mainstream.
c) Preventing increase in organized
crime and transboundary illegal
money transfer.
d) Leadership role in disaster
management and disaster risk
reduction.
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10. Which of the following is incorrect about
b) World Bank
India’s nuclear weapon capabilities and
c) United Nation Development Program
nuclear policy?
d) World Economic Forum
a) With the completion of Arihant’s first
deterrence petrol, India has achieved 13. Which of the following institution will be
the key player of recently launched
the ambition to have a nuclear triad.
campaign by government, SabkiYojana,
b) India is the only country in Asia to have
SabkaVikas?
‘No first use’ & Credible Minimum
a) NITI Aayog
deterrence nuclear policy.
b) Gram Panchayat
c) Of the three elements of triad,
c) Local Urban Bodies.
Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile
d) Slum Rehabilitation Authority
are considered most important
because nuclear-powered( missile 14. Consider the following statements Data
submarine is the hardest to detect,
Localization:
track and destroy.
1. If implemented, India will not require
d) The Indian Navy has commenced
using Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties
Project Varsha- the construction of a
to get data.
massive nuclear submarine base
2. U.S. has not framed any particular rule
south of Visakhapatnam
regarding data localization whereas;
Russia has the most stringent
11. Consider the following statements about
regulation.
Reserve Bank of India
1. According to Section 7 of RBI Act the
Which of the above statement is/are
Central government may issue
correct?
directions to the RBI as it may
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
“consider necessary in public
c) Both
d) None
interest”, which is binding on RBI
15. Consider the following statements about,
Governor.
‘Poverty and Shared Prosperity 2018:
2. According to the act, board can
Piecing Together the Poverty Puzzle a
override the decision of RBI Governor
report on global poverty recently
but that regulation has to be tabled in
released by World Bank.
Parliament first.
1. South Asia is one of the best
Which of the above statement is/are
performers to reduce Global Poverty
correct?
in last 25years.
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
2. Percentage of people living in extreme
c) Both
d) None
poverty has increased after
globalization.
12. Which of the following organizations
releases Global Financial Stability Report?
Which of the above statement is/are
a) International Monetary Fund
correct?
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c) Both

b) 2 only
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a) 1 and 3
c) 1, 2 and 3

b) 2 and 3
d) 1 and 2

16. Which of the following is not included in 18. Which of the following are parts of new
new guidelines on Pradhan Mantri Fasal
methodology/changes to calculate Gross
Bima Yojana notified by government?
Domestic Product?
a) There is provision of penalties for
1. Changing the base year
States and Insurance Companies for
2. Reducing the data pool by removing
the delay in settlement of insurance
smaller companies not registered
claims.
with the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
b) If there is delay in settlement of claims
(MCA21)
by state or insurance company,
3. Changing from GDP at base year to
farmers will be paid delayed
calculating GDP measuring the Gross
compensation fully bearded by
Value Added (GVA) at market prices
insurance company.
Which of the above statement is/are
c) Attack by wild animal and insurance
correct?
of horticulture is added.
d) Appointment of District Level
a) 1 and 3
b) 2 and 3
Grievance (Redressal Officer and
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) 1 and 2
creation of State and District
Grievance Redressal Cells for fast 19. Consider the following statements about
UN Investment Promotion Award.
redressal of grievance.
1. Its an annual award given by UNCTAD
17. Which of the following is the concern
to honour Investment promotion
arising
from
the
Citizenship
agencies and the exchange of best
(Amendment) Bill, 2016.
practice in investment promotion.
1. It conflict with the motive of National
2. Recently Invest India Invest was
Register of Citizen, being implemented
awarded United Nations Investment
in Assam.
Promotion Award.
2. It violates Article 14, as law is religious
3. Invest India was awarded for its
biased.
efforts in supporting a wind turbines
3. Allows cancellation of Overseas
company in establishing blade
Citizen of India registration for minor
manufacturing plant in India while
offence also.
committing to train local staff and
Which of the above statement is/are
produce 1 GW of renewable energy.
correct?
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banks of Ganga, Shipra, Godavari and
confluence of Ganga, Yamuna and
mythical Sarasvati.

Which of the above statement is/are
correct?
a) 1 and 3

b) 2 and 3

c) 1, 2 and 3

d) 1 and 2

Select the correct code

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
20. Which of the following explains The
c) Both
d) None
Global Pact for Environment, a resolution
recently adopted by UNGA relating to 23. Point Calimere Wildlife and Bird
climate change?
Sanctuary, a Ramsar site, recently in news
a) Gathering and harmonizing all
is located in which of the following state?
international environmental laws on
a) Kerala
b) Karnataka
single document.
c) Tamil Nadu
d) Uttarakhand
b)

c)

A defined guideline to include
environment protection measures in 24. Which of the following is/are the feature
of Gaganyan Space Mission?
education system.
1. It’s a mission to send 3 Indian to space
A pact to give relief to least developed
for 7 days by 2022.
countries from financial obligation
under Paris Climate deal.

d)

A pact to eliminate use of plastic by
2022.

21. The Minsk Agreements, recently in the
news is related to which of the following?
a) Convention by European Country on
Combating climate change

2.

GSLV MKIII will be used as a launch
vehicle and crew escape system
essential for human space system.

Correct code is:
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both

d) None

25. Recently Karnataka had used cloud
seeding. Which of the following are the
c) The conflict in eastern Ukraine
chemicals mostly used in cloud seeding?
d) The meet between nations to achieve
1. Silver Iodide
peace in Middle East.
2. Potassium Iodide
22. Consider the following statements about
3. Dry Ice
KumbhMela:
Correct code is:
1. Kumbhmela is included in UNESCO’s
a) 1 and 3
b) 1 and 2
Intangible World Heritage.
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) 2 and 3
2. Kumbhmela is celebrated on the
b)
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Ans- A
Explanation:AGMARK is a certification
mark employed on agricultural products in
India, assuring that they conform to a set
of standards approved by the Directorate
of Marketing and Inspection, an agency of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer
Welfare. The AGMARK is legally enforced
in India by the Agricultural Produce
(Grading and Marking) Act of 1937 (and
amended in 1986).
Ans- D
Ans- C
Explanation:
The
Compensatory
afforestation Fund Act, 2016 is an Act to
provide for the establishment of funds
under the public accounts of India and the
public accounts of each State and crediting
thereto the monies received from the user
agencies
towards
compensatory
afforestation, additional compensatory
afforestation, penal compensatory
afforestation, net present value and all
other amounts recovered from such
agencies under the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980.
Ans- D
Explanation:Mumbai and Delhi have been
ranked 117 and 112 out of 140 countries
respectively in the Global Liveability Index
released by The Economist Intelligence
Cone Unit (EIU)
Ans- D
Explanation:
States are categorised based on their

·

6.

7.

8.

9.

efforts and achievements towards energy
efficiency implementation, as ‘Front
Runner’, ‘Achiever’, ‘Contender ’ and
‘Aspirant’.
The‘FrontRunner’states in the inaugural
edition of the Index are: Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Maharashtra, Punjab, and
Rajasthan based on available data.
Ans- B
Explanation: The India State-level Disease
Burden Initiative is a joint study of the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
and other institutes, including the Public
Health Foundation of India and the
Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation
in collaboration with the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.
Ans- B
Explanation:
Lisbon treaty related to European Union.
Ans- A
Explanation: The capital conservation
buffer is a capital buffer of 2.5% of a bank’s
total exposures that needs to be met with
an additional amount of Common Equity
Tier 1capital. The buffer sits on top of the
4.5% minimum requirement for Common
Equity Tier 1 capital. Its objective is to
conserve a bank’s capital.
Ans- B
Explanation: The Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme (KPCS) is the
process established in 2003 to prevent
“conflict
diamonds”
from
entering themainstream rough diamond
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market by United Nations General
Assembly Resolution 55/56 following
recommendations in the Fowler Report.
10. Ans- B
Explanation:China also has ‘No first use’ as
its nuclear policy, whereas Pakistan doesn’t
have such policy.
11. Ans- C
Explanation:The board, under Section 58,
can make regulations that will give it the
powers to override those of the
Governor’s. But this is subject to two
important conditions. First, the regulations
have to be consistent with the provisions
of the RBI Act, which essentially means that
the board has to act within the framework
of the Act. Second, these regulations have
to go through an elaborate approval
process before they become law (Section
58(4)). The board has to forward the
regulations to the Centre, which will have
to table them in both Houses of Parliament.
Members have a period of 30 days within
which they can either suggest
modifications to the regulations or annul
them.
Section 7(1) which confers powers on the
Centre to issue directions to the RBI “from
time to time” in the public interest after
consultations with the Governor. All bets
will be off if this section is invoked as it will
become untenable for the Governor to
continue in his position.
12. Ans- A
Explanation: International Monetary Fund
recently released its semiannual edition of
Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR)
titled “A decade after the Global Financial
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13.

•

•
•

14.
15.

•

•
16.

•

Crisis: Are we safer?”
Ans- B
Explanation: Sabki Yojana SabkaV ikas
campaign
The campaign will involve people at the
grassroots while preparing structured
gram panchayat development plans.
It will also involve thorough audit of the
works done in the last few years.
Under the campaign, which will conclude
in December this year, gram panchayats
will have to publicly display all sources of
funds collected and their annual spending,
along with future development initiatives.
Ans- C
Ans- A
Explanation:World Bank has released its
report on global poverty ‘Poverty and
Shared Prosperity 2018: Piecing Together
the Poverty Puzzle’.
Key Points
More recently, South Asia has made
impressive inroads( against extreme
poverty, helping to reduce the global( rate
further. The number of poor in South Asia
dropped.
Percentage of people living in extreme
poverty has decreased after globalization.
Ans- A
Government modified operational
guidelines for Pradhan Mantri
FasalBimaYojna (PMFBY).
Provision of Penalties:( The Government
has decided to incorporate the provision of
penalties for States and Insurance
Companies for the delay in settlement of
insurance claims.
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The farmers will be paid 12% interest by
insurance companies for the delay in
settlement claims beyond ( two months of
prescribed cut-off date.
17. Ans- C
Explanation:
•
The Bill makes illegal migrants eligible for
citizenship on the basis of religion. This may
violate Article 14 of the Constitution which
guarantees right to equality.
•
The Bill allows cancellation of OCI
registration for violation of any law. This is
a wide ground that may cover a range of
violations, including minor offences (eg.
parking in a no parking zone).
•
One of the members of the JPC raised
concerns if acknowledging the minorities
from Bangladesh as “persecuted
minorities” would hurt relations with the
neighboring country.
•
Another member said the draft legislation
had unnecessarily led to a volatile situation
in the northeast as Assam faced violent
protests on Tuesday.
18. Ans- A
Explanation: There are three important
changes made in the calculation of the GDP:
•
Changing the base year
•
Replacing factor costs with market prices
•
Widening of the data pool
•
Change in base year
Widening of Data Pool
•
The new database draws from the five lakh
odd companies registered with the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs (MCA21). While the
earlier data gave only a factory-level
picture, the new data looks at the
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19.
20.
•

•

21.

22.

23.
•

•

enterprise level.
Ans- C
Ans- A
Explanation:
The Global Pact for the Environment will be
the first international legally binding
document, gathering and harmonizing all
environmental laws in one single
document.
Its objective is to be an essential tool for
governments to help them implementing
environmental rules and principles
Ans- C
Explanation: The protracted conflict has so
far claimed about 10,000 lives and
displaced millions, and no lasting resolution
is in sight. The 2014-15 Minsk peace
accords prohibited air strikes and heavy
artillery firing in eastern Ukraine.
Ans- C
Explanation: Four pilgrimage places on
four sacred rivers are:
1. Haridwar on the Ganges in Uttarakhand.
2. Ujjain on the Shipra in Madhya Pradesh.
3. Nashik on the Godavari in Maharashtra.
Ans- C
Explanation:
Point Calimere Wildlife and Bird Sanctuary
(PCWBS) is a 21.47-square-kilometre
(8.29 sq mi) protected area in Tamil Nadu,
South India along the Palk Strait where it
meets the Bay of Bengal at Point Calimere.
The sanctuary was created in 1967
for conservation of
the near
threatened blackbuck antelope, an
endemic mammal species of India.
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system, an essential technology for human
It is famous for large congregations of
space flight.
waterbirds, especially greater flamingos
25. Ans- C
24. Ans- C
Explanation: Cloud seeding is a type
Explanation:
of weather modification that aims to
•
The Union Cabinet on Friday approved the
change the amount or type of
ambitious Gaganyaanprogramme, which
precipitation that falls from clouds by
will send three Indian astronauts to space
dispersing substances into the air that
for up to seven days by 2022 at a cost
serve as cloud condensation or ice nuclei,
of‘10,000 crore.
which alter the microphysical processes
•
As part of the programme, two unmanned
within the cloud. The usual intent is to
flights and one manned flight will be
increase precipitation (rain or snow), but
undertaken.
hail and fog suppression are also widely
•
The first human space flight demonstration
practised in airports where harsh weather
is targeted to be completed within 40
conditions are experienced.
months of the sanction date.
The most common chemicals used for
•
Prior to this, two unmanned flights in full
cloud
seeding
include silver
complement will be carried out to gain
iodide, potassium
iodide and dry
confidence, the government said.
ice (solid carbon dioxide). Liquid propane,
•
The Indian Space Research Organisation
which expands into a gas, has also been
(ISRO) has developed the launch vehicle
used. This can produce ice crystals at higher
GSLV MK-III, which has the necessary
temperatures than silver iodide. After
payload capability to launch a threepromising
research,
the
use
member crew module in low earth orbit.
of hygroscopic materials, such as table salt,
•
The ISRO has also tested the crew escape
is becoming more popular
•
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